13 April 2026

To:
The Editor
SAGE Data Science

Dear Editor,

I am pleased to submit the manuscript entitled “Classifying Sparse Time Series with Rich Payloads via Temporal Alignment” for consideration in SAGE Data Science.

This manuscript addresses the classification of sparse time series with rich, high-dimensional payloads (TSRP), a challenging problem arising in many domains including healthcare. In the paper I study how to effectively classify sparse sequences with rich observations and show that alignment-based approaches combined with representation learning provide a robust solution under realistic constraints. While the individual components are known, their principled combination addresses a gap in current methods for TSRP.

I evaluate the framework on six datasets derived from publicly available social media, focusing on medically relevant transitions such as changes in mental health status. The results demonstrate superior performance compared to baseline approaches, along with an interpretable mechanism linking temporal alignments to input features.

I believe this work aligns well with the scope of SAGE Data Science. The manuscript is original, has not been published elsewhere, and is not under consideration by any other journal. All data used are publicly available and handled in accordance with ethical guidelines.

Thank you for your consideration. We would be grateful for the opportunity to have this work reviewed for publication in SAGE Data Science.


Sincerely yours,


Elad Yom-Tov
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